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Freestyle Clinic
On Sunday, November 7, 2010 the Pomona Chapter hosted a one-day Freestyle
Clinic with clinician, Cynthia Collins. The event was held at Hillcrest Equestrian Center
in Chino Hills with seven (7) rider participants and forty-two (42) auditors. All riders and
auditors were treated to a full BBQ luncheon with hopes to have a more cohesive
membership within our Chapter, as well as to introduce the Pomona Chapter to nonmembers interested in Dressage. After the lunch, Ms. Collins spent approximately one
and one-half hours lecturing and doing a video presentation educating all of us about the
USEF and USDF rules for the Freestyle, and giving us time for questions and answers.
Throughout the day, after observing each of the horse/rider combinations, Ms. Collins
worked with them to select the music with the correct tempo to suit the horse’s gaits,
matching tempo to gait. After the selection of the music pieces, Ms. Collins worked with
the rider to design the choreography of their freestyle.
The goal for this clinic was to introduce to both the lower level amateur and
upper level rider the magical world that intertwines music and dressage. It was our hope
to provide not only an educational experience, introducing the rules and guidelines of
the musical freestyle and to do so in a fun and encouraging environment. All of the
rider participants felt that this clinic was the most interesting and fun clinic they have
attended and many of them, as well as many of the auditors are requesting that we hold
this same clinic again next year. This clinic was a huge success for our Chapter, not only
in terms of education to the masses, but in bringing out auditors and in the promotion of
the sport of Dressage.

Everyone in Attendance at the Freestyle Clinic Nov. 7 2010 at Hillcrest Equestrian Center
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The Rider Subsidy Program
Every year the Pomona Chapter offers a quarterly subsidy program that helps
riders offset the cost of furthering their education through haul out lessons and
clinics. In the past chapter guidelines for the subsidy program have been as such:
1. Half of Rider’s clinic fee, up to but not more than $100 will be paid per
application.
2. Three awards of up to but not more than $100 will be given each quarter of the
year (every 3 months).
3. Rider’s may receive this award only one time per calendar year.

Beginning in the year 2011, the chapter has voted to make some changes to the
program to help encourage members to apply for the program. These changes
include:
Up to Two (2) Scholarships of $300.00 each, to be determined each quarter. If no
applications received, then funds would return to general fund for year. We would
require the application to be completed and submitted to the Chair by the end of each
quarter along with an article for us to use in any newsletter we may distribute. These
rider subsidy scholarships are available to all Open, Adult Amateur and Young Rider /
Junior members in good standing with the Pomona Chapter of the CDS.

The board hopes that these new changes will help entice more members to
participate in other educational activities as well as apply for the Rider Subsidy
Program and share their experience with the rest of the chapter.
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